of the long-livers. The shortlivers seem to be on the road to
extermination as a result of their contact with the long-livers.
In the last play the short-livers are only laboratory products.
The long-livers want to become disembodied vortices in pure
intelligence.
Only the characters in the first play are individualized and deserve
analysis. Adam, as he is pictured in the first and last plays, is
not a Positive Character. He dreams and does not think. He
fears more than he hopes. He is lazy and procrastinates. He
prefers certainty to hope, will, and creation. He broods, forgets,
and is filled with fear. He is content to dig and live. Though
ho knows that the shortening of life is deteriorating his grand-
children, he does not will anything. The ghost of Adam in the
epilogue calls the adventure of life foolishness. He becomes
like the clod that he digs.
Cain is a Negative Character because he is anti-life and wants to
enslave or kill people. Though he boasts that he is the master
of his wife, Eve reveals that he is but her slave. He is an upholder
of the law of the jungle, the survival of the fittest.
Eve, in the two acts of the first play and in the epilogue to the
last play, appears a Positive Character. She has an insight into
the characters of her husband and her descendents. She has
no high opinion of the digger, her husband. She hates her son,
Cain, because he is a destroyer. Her darlings are the poets, the
musicians, sculptors, painters, mathematicians, the inventors,
and the philosophers among her grandchildren. She likes them
in spite of their being physical weaklings, cowards and deceivers.
She believes in the inner will of the world. She is an adept in
the four steps of evolution. She desires, imagines, wills, and
creates. In the epilogue, she expresses satisfaction at the turn
evolution had taken.
The first and third plays provide a study in contrast. In the
Beginning, Adam and Eve learn from the Serpent words like death,
die, dead; birth, life; the four steps in Creative Evolution; pro-
castination; fear and security, hope and binding of the will, hope
and willing and creation. In the Tragedy of an Elderly Gentleman
when evolution after its descent into the valley of short life begins
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